
I had a good feeling about the upcom-
ing 4th of July weekend when on 
Thursday, while pulling onto 

Brownsville Road, flying towards me at 
40 feet in the air is ... Talon. (I did not 
know at that time that Talon would be 
the winning name in our Name the 
Eagle contest.) … Anyway, there the 
bald eagle was, and looking so regal 
with the sun shining on the white head 
and yellow beak. I just knew the weath-
er would hold and all the events would 
come off without a problem and we 
would all enjoy a great holiday week end 
at the lake.
 For our family and I hope yours, the 
weekend was great. We spent more time 
on the boat and working on our tans the 
last three days than we had all year. 
Thanks to the weather being so nice, it 
kept us from playing board games and 
enjoying the water!

 The boat parade, fireworks and pan-
cake breakfast went off with great 
reviews from all of you that I talked 
with. The July 4th events involve so 
many people and I’ll leave the thank 
yous to the articles about those events 
you’ll find elsewhere in the Barker. 
However the chair people for those 
events are The Waddles, The Vitales 
and Chas Grundy.  Thank you to you 
and all that helped you entertain and 
feed us.
 Speaking of feeding us did you 
know that the pancake breakfast bought 
the following amounts of food for serving 
us on Sunday:  645 plates, 120 lbs of 
pancake mix, 9 gallons maple syrup,  
18,000 sausage links and 500 cups for 
the 12 cans of fruit cocktail.
 About the only thing that was miss-
ing from the weekend was the wind for 
our sailors.
 Well, the house walk is this week-
end and if we have rain during the 
house tour, be patient on our roads as 

congestion transporting tour partici-
pants by car will prevail.  
 Time is running out on Birch lake 
calendar photos to Linda Yoshizawa by 
the 13th of July and get your golf outing 
teams together!
 I’ll see you at Birch Lake ... where 

Commodore’s Comments 2015 Birch Lake Calendar

July 11 ����������������������������������House Walk/Art Fair
July 17 ������������������������������������Ladies’ Golf Outing 
July 18  ��������������Rescheduled People’s Regatta
July 31  �������������������������BLYC Men’s Golf Outing
Aug 1 �������� Homeowners Assoc� annual meeting 

(following BLYC Board Meeting)
Aug 8 �������������������������������Corn & Sausage Roast
Aug� 29 ����������������������������������������������� Fall Dinner
FRIDAY, Oct� 9 �������������������������������� Chili Cookoff 

2015 Board Meetings
July 11, August 1, September 5

at BLYC -- Meetings start at 9 am

Dates subject to change.  
Watch the Barker for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items  in the stone 
newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials 
returned.  To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or contact BLYC Commodore Fred Freihofer at (269) 476-9823 or cdfreihofer@aol.com.  ~Phil V

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

July 11    
2015

  The 
weekend

    Of  

BLYC Fourth of July Boat Parade Grand Marshals Terry and Linda Curtis enjoyed the day aboard the boat of Doug and Judie 
Eichorst ...  thanks to the SparkyCam for the pic�



every day is an adventure.
~Commodore Fry

Marvelous Boat Parade
 The weather Gods certainly smiled 
on Birch Lake for the Independence Day 
weekend.  This year’s Boat Parade on 
Saturday was filled with a dazzling dis-
play of creatively decorated boats with 
decorations representing a wide array of 
Favorite Movie themes.
     This year’s Most Outstanding entry 
was the Phipps/Gableman tandem pon-
toon depiction of the movie 
“Superheroes”  The judges also felt that 
the Groszek’s “Jailhouse Rock” and the 
Meyers family’s “Wizard of Oz” were 
worthy of honorable mentions.  
 Other entries were the Dufour fami-
ly’s “Braveheart,” the Bratt  family’s 

“Cast Away,” the Ball/Troeger families’ 
“Animal House,” the Steffen/Grundy 
duo’s “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,” 
the Cover family’s “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas,” and finally the King’s 
“Dodgeball:  A true Underdog Story.”  
All were awarded trophies to reward 
their hard work.
 The Grand Marshals, Linda and 
Terry Curtis, were resplendent in Judi 
and Doug Eichorst’s beautifully decorat-
ed pontoon boat which led the parade 
around the lake.  Special thanks also go 
to our four impartial judges, J.P. and 
Marlow Hoyer, Vicky Oros and Claude 
Petit  They were challenged by the qual-
ity of the entrants work.  And finally, 
thanks to Dick Bender and his family 
for the use of his pier and for providing 
the canopy and seating for the judges.  

 See you next summer.

Sympathies
 Our sympathies to the family of 
Orrin C. Bowlby, age 77, of Constantine, 
who passed away Saturday, July 4. 
 He is survived by his wife Jama; 
daughters Staci (Ron) Whiteman of 
Birch Lake (south side) Vandalia, Lori 
(Dave) Bowdish of Sturgis, and Jenni 
(Flint) Brown of Wolcottville, IN; grand-
children Robert (Amy) Pratt, Justin 
(Tiffanie) Pratt, Ian Whiteman, Megan 
(Dillon) Herrmann, Whitney Hayes, 
Skye Hayes, Ashleigh Whiteman, and 
Brandan Williamson; great-grandchil-
dren Lex, Arris, Olivia, Maddison, 
Lehman, and Gordon; and brothers 
Merle (Beth) Bowlby of Portage, Terry 
(Estelle) Bowlby of Jones, and Clifford 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STUNNING
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose we 
installed last fall at the Birch Lake 
Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Special thanks 
to Dick Bender 
(for the use of his 
pier, and judges 
Claude Petit and 
Vicky Oros and 
JP and Marlow 
Hoyer 



And don’t forget that ALL boat traffic must 
travel COUNTER-CLOCKWISE at all times!

Message sponsored by the BIRCH LAKE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

— Birch Lake Notes —
(Virginia “Polly”) Bowlby of Bristol. He 
was preceded in death by his parents.
 According to his wishes, cremation 
has taken place. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the Wounded 
Warriors Project.

Pancake Breakfast
 To all of the people who attended 
and worked at the Pancake Breakfast 
last weekend, we want to say a big 
THANK YOU! 
 Thanks to the expertise of our bat-
ter maker Bob  Bender, and our Olympic 
staff of pancake flippers Mike Lutz and 
Bill Luecht, we served approximately 
500 breakfasts — and raised $2079 plus 
an additional $388.93 of donations that 
will be used for materials to make new 
beds for the “Bird Houses” at Camp T.
 We also took in $403 in donations 
for fireworks.
 Our delicious pancakes were again 
donated by Lind Harman (thanks Lind!), 
and thanks to the Fallons for donating 
the plates. 
 Thanks to the Birch Lake Babes, 
Claire Brovold, Kelly Mae Niepokuj, 
Amanda Butler, Morgann Applegate 
and Taylor Marquez for keeping the 
tables clean and for helping to raise the 
money for the new Bird House bunks.
 Thanks are also due to our crack 
staff of Amy and Mike Lutz, Bob 
Bender, Karen Brovold, Tom Rogers, 

Paul and Celia Fallon, Bad Patty, Bill, 
and Katie Luecht, Sam Hass, Cam 
Butler, Eric Miller, Karen Curtis Miller, 
and Peter Trybula (the outside pancake 
flipper) — and thanks to cleanup crew 
Steve Richards, Andy, Chris and Rachel 
Karceski and the Kinzler contingent, 

Kylie, Kailey Kinzler, Grant, Hunter, 
and Drake Imhoff.
  Again, thanks to everyone for your 
participation and support for Camp T - 
What a wonderful family we have at 
Birch Lake.  Next year don’t turn over 
and go back to sleep, come on up and 

Thanks to our resident artist Duffy Dufor for the great pics!



chow down on the great pancakes!
-Amy, Mike, Phil & Sandy

“Pancake Breakfast Team”

Golf anyone?
 The Men’s Golf Outing is fast 
approaching (July 31, 2015), and we are 
short on registrations!   Don’t miss out!  
If you want to guarantee a spot at this 
fun event, please get your team registra-
tions to either Peter Soldato, 63266 
Kinsey Street, Vandalia, MI, 49095 (the 
hill), or Phil Vitale, 63174 Birch Road, 
Vandalia, MI, 49095, by July 13, 2015.  
Also, we are always looking for dona-
tions of team prizes —  if you have 
access to logo merchandise that could be 
donated, please contact Peter Soldato at 
(630) 936- 8822.   Hope to see you on the 
course!

Trustee to address Homeowners
 The Birch Lake Homeowners 
Association will hold its annual meeting 
on Saturday, Aug. 1 following the BLYC 
Board of Directors meeting.  Township 
Trustee Leard Wylie will address this 
year’s annual meeting and provide an 
update on Birch Lake’s sewer system’s 
discharge forcemain (from Lift Station 
“B”) to Shavehead Lake’s discharge 
forcemain, past blockages, their effects 
on finances, and related information.
 All are welcome to attend.
 Members of the association will also 
elect directors and officers at this meet-
ing.

Don Harman People’s 
Regatta rescheduled
 Due to the tsunami we experienced 
on last Saturday, you all know we had to 
cancel the regatta.
 We have rescheduled this event and 
the make-up date will be July 18, arrival 
at 10:30 am/race time 11 am.
 Again, no experience necessary, and 
all ages are welcome. Picnic lunch follow-
ing the regatta.  
 Soft drinks and H2O provided, but 
adult beverages will be BYOB. 
 In the event of another rain out, we 
have an alternate date of July 25th.  
 Watch the Barker for any additional 
updates!!!

~Bad Patty

Safety notice
 In case you missed the email a cou-
ple weeks ago, we have learned of multi-
ple thefts and break-ins.  The 
Homeowners Association is advising all 

residents to  be vigilant and call 9-1-1 if 
you see suspicious and/or illegal activity.

Update your Directory listing?
 Want to update your info for the 
Birch Lake Directory? Mail changes to 
Deb Spratt at 18100 Farmington Hills 
Drive, So. Bend, IN 46637, or email deb-
spratt@cressyandeverett.com ... 

It’s Calendar Time! 
 Time to submit your pictures for the 
2016 Birch Lake Calendar. We need hor-
izontal, color photos from all seasons. 
Since the pictures need to be enlarged, 
camera photos usually work better than 
cell phone photos. Please e-mail your 

best pictures (no more than five) to lin-
dal1008@comcast.net or give them to 
Linda Yoshizawa, Vickie Rogers, Sue 
Williams, or Carla Chester by July 13.

Barker Deadlines
 The deadline for submitting infor-
mation for any Barker is the Tuesday of 
the week before publication (the dead-
line for materials for the July 4 issue is 
Tuesday, June 30) ... thanks.

Online content
 The printed Birch Barker once 
again is online this season, as well as 
additional content ... go to www.philvi-
tale.com and follow the links.

— Birch Lake Notes —

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Water Temperature

Name the Eagle - Final Results
 Birch Lake is home to several bald eagles. Many of our residents and 
guests have witnessed the wonder and majesty of these birds. 
 To honor these birds and support our water quality efforts, the Birch Lake 
Yacht Club asked for name ideas.
 Guests at the pancake breakfast voted on the names with the winning 
name receiving the most donations. All donations benefit the efforts of the 
Birch Lake Water Quality committee.
 We had submissions from 8 people. The names and vote counts: Talon (33), 
Regal (7), Jack Sparrow (4), Zephyr (3), Pride (1), Thelma and Louie (0), Orville 
(0), Freedom (0)
 The winning name is Talon! The name was suggested by Patty Luecht, 
who will receive a framed photograph (taken by Jeff Smitley) of the Birch Lake 
bald eagle. Thanks to everyone who submitted ideas or voted for the names. 
 Have a safe and fun summer!  



— BLYC Boat Parade —

photos courtesy of the SparkyCam



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Angela Bergan, wife of Nick and daughter-in-law of Jim 
and Linda Bergan (Cove) going to “Wine Camp” at Camp 
Tannadoonah. Nick and Angela are visiting here from West 
Palm Beach, FL where they live.

Michele Pierson of Danville, IN and Bad Patty Luecht (east 
shore) enjoyed Taco Tuesday recently at Zimmy’s!

Reece Haisley, nephew of Rick 
& Patti Russwurm (north shore) 
enjoying his first 4th of July cele-
bration at Birch Lake.



     This year we have 5 families who have graciously 
offered to open their homes for the Birch Lake House 
Walk on July 11. Along with the house walk, we will also 
have an art fair at the Wozniak barn, with local artists dis-
playing their pottery, jewelry, paintings and photography 
from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm.  Camp Tannadoonah will also be 
selling refreshments for a nominal fee.  All the proceeds 
from the event are going to Camp Tannadoonah for camp 
scholarships.

     The event will start at the Wozniak barn where ev-
eryone must check in to go on the tour. From there, you 
will walk to the first home and then be whisked away by 
pontoon for your tour.  The first boats leave at 10 am 
and run continuously.  Please note ... the last boat 
tour leaves at 12:30 pm so that everyone completes 
the tours by 2 pm.  A limited amount of parking will be 
available at the barn, so please carpool or walk if possible.  
It truly is a fun day and a great way to see old friends and 
meet new ones!

     Tickets will be $15 pre-sale, and $20 at the door. Tickets 
can be bought through Denny Weesner on the South side, 
Vickie Rogers and Denise Smitley on the West side and 
Cove, Carla Chester and Linda Yoshizawa on the East 
side, and  Sandy Baucus on the North side.

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Longtime Birch 
Laker Bill Lloyd 
(Cove), 91 years 

young, gets some 
Kid-of-the-Week 

honors this 
week.  Thanks 

to his neighbor 
Jim Limes for the 

great photo.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Kiaya Hankins, 11, granddaughter of Doug and Julie Weav-
er, Southside, meets her second cousin, 3 month-old Owen 
Hammes for the first time. Owen is the first child of Dan 
(grandson of southsiders the late  Fred and Jane Ebeling) 
and Heidi Hammes. Dan and Heidi brought Owen to the 
lake July 5 for his Birch Lake debut.

Some of the notorious Birch Lake Babes mugged for the 
camera prior to the holiday weekend ... they are, from left in 
front, Kelly Mae Niepokuj, niece of Mike & Amy Lutz (north 
side), Claire Brovold, daughter of Karen Brovold (west side), 
Amanda Butler, daughter of Bill & Cam Butler (west side) and, 
in back, Taylor Marquez, granddaughter of Randy and Fran 
Welch (east side).



UNION INSURANCE AGENCY
Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, MI 49130
Independent Agency
269-641-5995
fax: 269-641-5787
email: Sue@unionins.net
www.unionins.net

KID-OF-THE-WEEK PHOTOS
Send your kid of the week  to me (or grandpa of the week or neighbor of the week or dog of the week ... we 
even print weeds of the week!)  at Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them in a ziplock 

and stick them in my stone mailbox at my home (east side), email at SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM 
Be sure to include the names and other details ... and  please make sure the files are  6 MB OR LESS ... 

huge email attachments bog down my email server!

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Kelly Mae Niepokuj, niece of Mike & Amy Lutz (north side), with 
the catch of the day ... 

KOTW kudos to  Dick Bender (south side) and his daughter 
Amy Modjeska enjoying the 4th of July



Announcing the Annual

Birch Lake Ladies’

FUN!!!
GOLF OUTING

July 17, 2015
Diamond Lake Golf Course, Cassopolis

Lunch following — Details later
50/50 Drawing                     Prizes

Entry fee $35; includes 9 holes of golf with cart, 
catered lunch (following golf at BLYC)
and more fun than legally allowed!!!

 
Questions?  Please call 476-2615

Ladies’ FUN!!! Golf Outing needs hole sponsors. Please contact Bad Patty 476-2615 Thanks so Much!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BE THERE!!  GET YOUR TEAM!!! 
Each team is encouraged to donate a basket to be raffled
Team Members and Entries by July 11

Please include a contact phone number for your team

1�___________________  2�__________________

3�___________________ 4�__________________

Contact Phone # ___________________________

Checks should be made out to BLYC and dropped off to Patty Luecht
East Side 63168 Birch Rd — between Phil Vitale and “A-Frame)



DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction *

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

Additional Information
* team prizes and contests
* dinner only, $28 per person
* dinner includes 10oz. prime rib, side salads, corn on the cob.
* lunch not included but the club has complete restaurant and beverage service available.
* prizes awarded during dinner.
* Looking for donations of door prizes -- the more the merrier.  If you have access to

logo merchandise that could be donated, please contact Pete Soldato at
pistolpetesoldato@hushmail.com

*Also looking for hole sponsors.  If you or your company want to sponsor a hole, please
contact Pete Soldato at pistolpetesoldato@hushmail.com

* Need for around 70 players
* Send entries to Pete Soldato 63266 Kinsey Street, Vandalia, MI, 49095 -- hill

or Phil Vitale 63174 Birch Road, Vandalia, Michigan 49095

BLYC 54th ANNUAL
MENS GOLF OUTING

(4-MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE)
JULY 25TH 2014 - $70 PER MAN 

SAUGANASH GOLF CLUB
61270 Lutz Rd, Three Rivers, MI - Shotgun start at Noon; Dinner at BLYC at 6 pm 

MUST HAVE REGISTRATIONS BY JULY 11, 2014

Team Captain:

___________________________________

Total Enclosed $_________________

Please Print Players names:

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

2014 BLYC Men’s Golf Foursome Information

*checks should be made out to BLYC

BLYC 55th ANNUAL
MENS GOLF OUTING

JULY 31, 2015, $70/MAN

MUST HAVE REGISTRATIONS BY JULY 13, 2015

* team prizes and contests

* catered dinner included

* prizes awarded during dinner

* looking for donations of door and team prizes.  If you have 
  access to logo merchandise that could be donated, please 
  contact Peter Soldato at psoldato@elkhartpa.com

2015 BLYC Men’s Golf Foursome Information



— Birch Lake House Walk —
Birch Lake House Walk

Dennis and Claudia Phipps
14719 Kiloqua Woods Lane

Tom and Lynn DeCocker
63514 Birch Rd.

Curtis-Miller
63148 Birch Road

Claude Petit
14894 Birch Lakeshore Drive

 PJ and Sue Vandewalle
63306 Birch Road

The weekend of the house walk is upon us and will take place on Saturday rain or 
shine! Please come to the barn first to pick up your pass and brochure, have refresh-
ments, and view the art. In the event of rain, we would be unable to provide pontoons 
so we would ask that, if possible, you carpool with friends and neighbors to view the 
homes. See you there!

HOUSE TOUR 
INFORMATION

Date: Saturday, JULY 11
Time: 9:30 am - 2:30 pm

Tickets $15 in advance; $20 at the door
Tours begin at Wozniak’s barn — eastside

Limited Parking available
First boat leaves at 10 am

Boats run continuously 
Last boat leaves at 12:30 pm

Refreshments available for nominal fee
All proceeds to Camp Tannadoonah 

for camp scholarships.
Local Artists will be displaying Pottery, 

Jewelry, Paintings, Photography



Fleet Captain’s Corner

Well, the winds were not in our favor for last weekends 
Regatta.  The MCs got three races in on Friday to 
have enough races to make their Regatta complete.  

The Sunfish on the other hand only completed two races due 
to the absence of wind power!  The winds on Saturday and 
Sunday, or rather lack of winds, caused us to cancel both days 
of racing. 
We will try again this weekend to complete our usual three 
races, hopefully the winds will be to our favor!
 Until next week. Splice the mainbrace.

~“Fleet Captain Mike”

Light Winds for 7/4 Regatta

2015 BLYC Season Sailing Results
Date .................................................3-Jul ...................3-Jul ................ 3-Jul .......................Total  ..............Season........ Races ..................% 
Race ...................................................8 .........................9 ......................10 ....................... Points ............ Average ..... Finished ....Finished

MC Scow/Sailor .....................................................................................................................................................................10 .........................
Scott Troeger  #1489 ��������������������������1 �������������������������1 �����������������������2 �������������������������15319 �����������������1532 ��������������10 ������������ 100�0%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 �����������������������������2 �������������������������4 �����������������������1 �������������������������14914 �����������������1491 ��������������10 ������������ 100�0%
Phil Vitale  #500 ����������������������������������4 �������������������������5 �����������������������3 �������������������������13653 �����������������1365 ��������������10 ������������ 100�0%
Bill Luecht  #1579 �������������������������������5 �������������������������3 �����������������������4 �������������������������13554 �����������������1355 ��������������10 ������������ 100�0%
Bob King  #1199 ���������������������������������6 �������������������������7 �����������������������5 �������������������������13424 �����������������1342 ��������������10 ������������ 100�0%
Barb Cassady #2435 �������������������������3 �������������������������6 �����������������������6 �������������������������13049 �����������������1305 ��������������10 ������������ 100�0%
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2412 ������������7 �������������������������2 �����������������������7 �������������������������12418 �����������������1242 ���������������9 ����������������90�0%
Gib Eberhart  #916 ��������������������������DNS �������������������DNS �����������������DNS �����������������������3267 ������������������1089 ���������������3 ����������������30�0%

Sunfish/Sailor .........................................................................................................................................................................9 ..........................
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ���������DNS �������������������DNS �����������������DNS ����������������������10590 �����������������1513 ���������������7 ����������������77�8%
Stewart Spratt �������������������������������������2 �������������������������1 ��������������������DNS ����������������������10290 �����������������1470 ���������������7 ����������������77�8%
Chris Spratt (Blue/Green) ������������������4 �������������������������2 ��������������������DNS �����������������������4334 ������������������1445 ���������������3 ����������������33�3%
Brad Davis ������������������������������������������3 �������������������������3 ��������������������DNS �����������������������2888 ������������������1444 ���������������2 ����������������22�2%
Bob Cassady �����������������������������������DNS �������������������DNS �����������������DNS �����������������������8530 ������������������1422 ���������������6 ����������������66�7%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ��������������1 �������������������������4 ��������������������DNS ����������������������12789 �����������������1421 ���������������9 ������������� 100�0%
Peter Soldato �����������������������������������DNS �������������������DNF �����������������DNS �����������������������6883 ������������������1377 ���������������4 ����������������44�4%
Sandy Vitale (White)������������������������DNS �������������������DNS �����������������DNS �����������������������7859 ������������������1310 ���������������6 ����������������66�7%
Herb Cleveland ��������������������������������DNS �������������������DNS �����������������DNS �����������������������8461 ������������������1209 ���������������7 ����������������77�8%
Bill Butler ���������������������������������������������5 �������������������������5 ��������������������DNS �����������������������9467 ������������������1183 ���������������8 ����������������88�9%
Camille Butler �������������������������������������6 �������������������������6 ��������������������DNS ����������������������10355 �����������������1151 ���������������9 ������������� 100�0%
Bob Niezgodski ����������������������������������7 �������������������������7 ��������������������DNS �����������������������9618 ������������������1069 ���������������9 ������������� 100�0%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have fin-
ished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed.
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted
Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

2015 Fourth of July 
Regatta Results

Date ...............................3-Jul ............ 3-Jul ..........3-Jul ........ Total 
Race ................................. 1....................2 ................3 .........Points
MC Scow
Scott Troeger  #1489 .................. 1 ........................1 ..................... 2 ........................4
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ...................... 2 ........................4 ..................... 1 ........................7
Phil Vitale  #500........................... 4 ........................5 ..................... 3 ......................12
Bill Luecht  #1579 ........................ 5 ........................3 ..................... 4 ......................12
Barb Cassady #2435 .................. 3 ........................6 ..................... 6 ......................15
Harold Cranmer  #2412 .............. 7 ........................2 ..................... 7 ......................16
Bob King  #1199 .......................... 6 ........................7 ..................... 5 ......................18

Sunfish
Stewart Spratt .............................. 2 ........................1 .................. DNS .....................3
Mike Lutz (Yellow/White) ............ 1 ........................4 .................. DNS .....................5
Chris Spratt .................................. 4 ........................2 .................. DNS .....................6
Brad Davis ................................... 3 ........................3 .................. DNS .....................6
Bill Butler ...................................... 5 ........................5 .................. DNS ...................10
Camille Butler .............................. 6 ........................6 .................. DNS ...................12
Bob Niezgodski ........................... 7 ........................7 .................. DNS ...................14
Peter Soldato ............................... 8 ........................8 .................. DNS ...................16

Regatta Scoring:  This regatta was scored using the Low Point System as 
specified in the Racing Rules of Sailing 2013-2016, Appendix A.   
For this Regatta all races are counted. For each race, a boat’s finishing place is 
her race score.  
A boat which did not compete or did not finish in a race is given a score equal to 
the number of boats competing in the series plus one. 



By Dana Soldato, PharmD

In the United States, 25 percent 
of the Caucasian population and 
75-90 percent of African 

American, Native American, and 
Asian American populations have 
lactose intolerance.  
 Lactose intolerance is a condi-
tion in which the small intestine is 
unable to digest lactose, a sugar 
found commonly in milk and dairy 
products. If lactose is ingested it 
leads to gastrointestinal symptoms 
(bloating, cramping, diarrhea) that 
usually subside after removal of 
milk products and other lactose con-
taining products from the diet.
 While lactose is primarily 
thought to be found in food, lactose 
also exists within medications!
 Lactose is frequently utilized in 
medications as an inactive ingredi-
ent.  All medications contain inactive 
ingredients that work to hold the pill 
together.  While the inactive ingredi-
ents do not affect the mechanism of 
the medication, they may aggravate 

disease states, particularly those 
with lactose intolerance. 
 Luckily, the amount of lactose 
found in 1 pill is usually rather 
small in comparison to the amount 
of lactose it takes to trigger an 
unpleasant reaction.  
 However, considering the aver-
age 65-69 year old consumes 14 pre-
scriptions per year 
and the average 
80-84 year old con-
sumes 18 prescrip-
tions per year, you 
could see how it 
would be possible 
to experience 
symptoms of lac-
tose intolerance 
due to medica-
tions. 
 To check for 
hidden sources of 
lactose in medica-
tion, you could 
either check the 
package insert or 
call your pharma-

cist.  To view the package insert 
online, go to http://dailymed.nlm.
nih.gov/dailymed/ and type your 
medication name into the search 
bar.  
 From there, select the manufac-
turer (found on your Rx label), and 
scroll down to the section labeled 
“Ingredients and Appearance.” 

— Dana on Drugs —
Lactose in Medication

Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out

*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

*Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance
* Painting - interior and exterior

*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
*We do windows

*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
* Spring and fall yard clean up

*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden

*Mowing and Trimming
*Fertilizing

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker

* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property

* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements 

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797

Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations



T he Fourth of July is a time for 
beautiful lights in the evening 
sky. If you didn’t make it to a 

big fireworks display last weekend 
though, Mother Nature offers some 
lights of her own; a sprinkling of bright 
stars and planets across the night sky.
 A couple of those lights are in good 
view well before the color of twilight 
drains from the west. The planets 
Venus and Jupiter stand side by side. 
They’re the brightest objects in the 
night sky after the Moon, so you just 
can’t miss them. Venus is the brighter 
of the two. And Regulus, the heart of 
Leo, stands not far to their upper left.
 By the time the sky gets good and 
dark, the golden planet Saturn stands 
well up in the south. And Antares, the 
heart of the scorpion, is down to its 
lower left.
 And the dazzling Summer Tri-
angle is high in the eastern sky. Its 
brightest point is also its highest 
with the star Vega, in Lyra, the harp. 
Deneb is to its lower left, at the tail of 
Cygnus the swan. And Altair, in Aq-
uila, the eagle, is farther to the lower 
right of Vega.
 The Big Dipper’s familiar shape 
lies high in the northwest as darkness 

falls these July evenings. One of the 
summer sky’s finest binocular double 
stars marks the bend of the Dip-
per’s handle. Mizar shines at second 
magnitude, some six times brighter 
than its fourth-magnitude companion, 
Alcor. Even though these two are not 
physically related, they make a fine 
sight through binoculars. (People with 
good eyesight often can split the pair 
without optical aid.) A small telescope 
reveals Mizar itself as double and 
these components do orbit each other.
 And perhaps the most spectacular 
nightlight of all arcs through the Sum-
mer Triangle: the glowing band of the 
Milky Way. It’s not nearly as bright 
as all those fireworks displays, so you 
need to be far away from city lights 
to see it. Thankfully, here at the lake 
we are.  Yet in its own way, it’s much 
more impressive. It’s the combined 
light of millions of stars outlining the 
disk of our home galaxy; a special kind 
of fireworks display in the summer 
sky.
 More next week.  Maybe.

~Stu Spratt
Celebrating 51 

Years at 
Birch Lake 

STU’S  STAR STUFF

The Moon for this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction:  0.151 
3.4 days after last quarter

Sunrise: 6:18am
Sunset: 9:20pm

Moonrise: 2:51am
Moonset: 5:12pm

Day length: 15h 2m

Featured Birch Lake Listings

Back lots for Sale
     Above: Birch Lake 
back lots for $15,000 each! 
Each lot is buildable and ready 
for your pole barn or guest 
quarters! If you have been 
needing more space, here is 
the Answer. $15,000.  
       At Right:  Waterfront, 
wooded,scenic, and in a 
peaceful location near the end 
of the road. This is a beautiful building site with frontage on Mill Pond and 
deeded access to Birch Lake a very short walk away. The lake access is 
shallow and sandy. A great place to go in for a swim. $59,000

For more info call Vickie Hall at
269-641-7928 or 574-849-9957

Summer sky in full splendor

5pm



Aries (March 21-April 19)  Home, family 
and your private life continue to be a major focus. 
Many of you will have family meetings; and most of 
you will tackle home repairs. In fact, you can expect 
increased chaos and activity on the home front 
because of renovations, residential moves plus 
guests and visitors. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a busy 
time because you’re taking short trips, talking to 
everyone, running errands, and at the same time, 
many of you are studying, reading and writing more 
than usual as well. That’s because you’re eager to 
communicate and enlighten others. Interactions with 
siblings, neighbors and relatives are important.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) “Show me 
the money!” Geminis are focused on money. This 
means you’re looking for ways to earn money, as 
well as boost your income or make a little on the 
side. But you are also focused on cash flow, which 
means you are thinking about major purchases as 
well. In other words, the money is flowing both ways! 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) Use this time 
to re-energize yourself for the rest of the year. Your 
physical energy is high, which means you can 
accomplish a lot. Indeed, opportunities to boost your 
earnings exist. This is also why many of you are 
buying art and beautiful treasures. Veni, vidi Visa; 
we came, we saw, we went shopping.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) You are happy to 
be in the background, taking it easy and working 
behind the scenes. In fact, this is an excellent time 

to do research and ferret out hidden truths. 
Nevertheless, you want to enjoy vacations, great 
meals, conversation with friends, and relaxing hours 
with your favorite pastime. (Movies, sports, sex, 
laughter and food.) Therefore, make your choices 
this week. Work Monday and Tuesday; play 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday; then work again 
on the weekend. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This continues 
to be a popular time for you. Make an effort to enjoy 
the company of others. Join clubs and organizations 
because your interaction with others will not only be 
pleasurable, it will benefit you. You will hang out with 
younger people, and perhaps, be in competition with 
someone. This is a good time to define your goals 
and pursue them,. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) People are ask-
ing you to take on special jobs. Please note: You 
don’t have to do anything special to succeed. Just 
say yes because good lighting is everything.  And 
your ambition is stoked, while Mercury paves the 
way for you to schmooze and talk with important 
people. What more do you want? The key to the 
city? Actually, that’s exactly what you have.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) The travel 
bug has bitten you and you want to blow town. If you 
can hop on a train, take a road trip or grab a jet, you 
should do so because you’re eager to expand your 
world. You’re hungry for adventure and a chance to 
learn something new - the whole enchilada! And 
why not? You deserve a chance to broaden your 
horizons and grab life by the throat. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) This 
week is intense, passionate and sexy! Shared prop-
erty, the wealth of others, inheritances and 
heavy-duty romance are in the mix. These issues 
might assume such importance you end up having 
an argument with someone. If this is the case, you 
will defend yourself.  

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) This is 
the only time all year when you need more sleep 
just to maintain. Patience will be your best ally. You 
definitely need to talk. Intellectual stimulation and 
conversation, even cheerful banter, will make you 
feel good. You can benefit from the wealth and 
resources of others. And romantically speaking, 
physical relationships will be affectionate, exciting. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Ted 
Turner’s motto, “Early to bed, early to rise, work like 
hell and advertise” -- encapsulates where you’re at 
this week. You have had some time for play and fun. 
Now it’s back to the grindstone. This is why you are 
determined to catch up on old business, forage 
ahead in new business, and work to get organized 
in your job and your personal life. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Lucky 
Pisces! This continues to be a week of play, parties, 
fun times, romance and opportunities to express 
your creative talents. You feel prankish! In fact, prac-
tical jokes, puzzles, games, and anything that you 
can do to amuse your mind will appeal. Physical 
lovemaking will also appeal because your desire 
nature is strong. Caution against difficulties with chil-
dren because these are likely. 

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
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DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

2015 BLYC Officers 
Fred Freihofer Commodore (N) ������������476-9823

cdfreihofer@aol.com
Sue Williams VComm. (S) ����������������������476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N) ��������������������������476-2113

debspratt@cressyandeverett.com
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) �����������������476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N)���������������������476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors 

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ������������������476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Chas Grundy (H) ������������������������������������� 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Greg Bolin (W) �����������������������������������������476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ������������������������������������������ 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Harold Cranmer (W) 574-264-6817

dhcranmer@yahoo.com 
Terry Dugan (S) ���������������������������������������476-2814

s581122@aol.com
Celia Fallon (E) ���������������������������������������� 476-1467

celia.fallon@gmail.com
Pam Mullin (N) ����������������������������������������� 476-1080

Classegirl1@comcast.net
Vickie Rogers (C) ������������������������������������476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N) ���������������������������������476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E) �������������������������������������476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Bob Waddle (E) ���������������������������������������� 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

PJ Vandewalle (H) ����������������������������������� 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S) ���������������������������269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E) ������������������������������������������476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ....................................... 476-1680
sandra.vitale@franciscanalliance.org

NON-DIRECTOR ATTENDEES:
Jim Bolinger BLYC Homeowners’ Association 
Chairman (E) ����������������������������������������� 476-9737

debo36@comcast.net 
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ��������������������������������������������� 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors



Birch Barker Word Search

~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Hawaiian Pasta Salad

I made this last weekend, and boy was it a hit!

Ingredients:
8 oz rotini or bow tie pasta
1 (14oz) can pineapple tidbits, juice reserved
1 red pepper, diced
2 cups diced ham
1 green onion, thinly sliced

Dressing:
½ cup mayonnaise or dressing (I use Hellmann’s light)

¼ cup sour cream
1 tablespoon dijon mustard
⅓ cup pineapple juice
1 teaspoon honey
¼ teaspoon garlic powder
black pepper to taste

Instructions
    Cook pasta according to package directions. Drain and run under cold water.
    Whisk together all dressing ingredients until smooth.
    Combine all ingredients in a large bowl gently toss with dressing. Refrigerate 2 
hours before serving.
    Store refrigerated up to 5 days.

Name Date
(Key # 1 - 102081)

NEW WORDS / SLANG IN THE WEBSTER
DICTIONARY
Find each of the following words�

DREXT
TECHSPERT
SPLUNCH
MISPICK
COMPONENTIZE
INCORRECT
HUMANICIDE

KEYCAP
HACKTIVIST
EXTINCTIONIZE
SCAMOLA
HAUNTIQUE
USIE
GIHUGEAN

CONFIGURABILITY
ARITY
HIYAKING
PARATHEISM
AGREEANCE
UNSUB

T P E H S N A K B T O T G U Z R C U R Z Q A N E I H O O N T E Q U O P S
I E A L C A H A U N T I A K R N H N S H U I A S L I G N S U U A E A E Y
S H C S N C X H C K N K U P A R I R R C O M P O O N E N T I Z E R T A R
V A P A I E D A C E M C I E R H M A S H X Z E C P E I N N N E I T G F Y
A O A N N M E O X N H H G A G R E E A N C E S C I U T Q H I U I C S C S
H I I A C Q C E D T P U R S H A D A I T Y E O U R K I I H A K R O P O U
S E I G O T I O H P I I U U C U R I E E H M I M U U L U E R R C N A M C
C O F R R Y L M A G N U C U T R M C N K I I S T R I H I I I S C F R P R
A G B E R S Z E U N S U I U A T C A K M G H Y H B Y U I C T H V I A O E
M T Y E I O T N H C I C A A E U S K N N U T I A E O T E A Y I U G T N E
O E U A C M H A I K N B A N N K C O N I I H R O K O G P R H O N U H E N
L C A N T A M T P P N H A U U I C Z T L C U K C P I U A N H E K R E N A
P C C C D I N C O R R E C T P G B B I R G I N U T U N N S O I G A S T S
A A Z N C N G S A Y G V E S A R R B T I P C N R H S I G U P C A B M I I
H C P N G I C G C U L L I E A M A E F X I A G Y I C C N S E S Y I N Z C
O O P E O O U D H E N M M O A R A N R E G B S A Y G H I G N C G L Y E U
H I Y A K I K I G N I I E T U R O R S D I T P I S T M R Z U E A L I T U
A U X C N T G E A O I S E G K C K C E E E Y L N I L K H O C H I T H E N
U S E T K U S I E E O Y I E R V I H E N C E U I M I S P T K K R H E K R
S P X A Z C H S U Y T F E G I S A D U I E S N I C E I S T T D S C R A B
E L P C T G N Q M T N M K M E O I S K M R H C R T E C H S P E R T H M G
I U L E C T I G E O C E S T A C H I C O E S H A A N T U N L K O A N A S
H N C U D T G A C N H A K T I V I S T N A N E K C C I I E R Y C U E P D
U P A S N R C S F K R M C N A Z A N C N N E I R A Q A I A P E G K C E I
O C M U L M I N T I I P A D E N N C O D G S U C I I Y I N C O R R E C C
I U A A U N S U B R K M A H I K E Y C A H G C A I P T G E D O P C D A H
T H I I A E E C N Z U E N M X U H O I V Y C K A N D A I K Z P S I A K T
P E A H N H I N C H Z A I I E S M N B H H U T C M N E A N C F C N A E B
A P N S T T A T S R C O N F I G U R A B I L I N I A B C O R V A F I T I
R I I I X Y S N T G R U U V C N U S C E K E K H M S L I U O H M U P C H
A H I E P N M I A E U S I I H T I H Y C L E H L A E N A G K R O G I K S
T P D D R E X T Q S A T R Y S A I O I A T E Y S H M M R D P N L U O I X
H T O K E S E S E I K H A C K T I V I S T S G C C T I P R R M A R U H R
E N P P M C Y C A C H E R M I R C I T P C A I I A R E I E S E E I C I C
I O A T E M T E A E E S P K G I P E K C H H C C H P I C K N H P B R I I
S P E P X R T H G P U L I A G H H O E K M I R T E U A N H I N C I S P Y
M N A R R I T Q M X N S E N A G T I G H E I G I L I G R C O I M L F Y A
Q E E X T I N C T I O N I Z E G T N E I H Y C I N E T I H E E D I C E A
C O M P O N E N T E T D L R H C R E P D E U R G H U Y U K I N G T E I O
P U Y H C A S C X E Z I C N O I O A O U N S C C E L A E E M I T Y N L C



The days are flying by up here at 
Camp Tannadoonah and sud-
denly it’s July! We’re in the mid-

dle of our 4th session of camp already.
It was great to see so many lake folks 
and their friends and families at the 
pancake breakfast this weekend. It’s 
always a fun morning, and the food 
was great as always. Thank you all for 
coming out to support Camp T! And a 
big thank you to the crew who orga-
nized the event, cooked, cleaned, and 
did dishes. Your hard work is much 
appreciated.
 It was such a beautiful weekend 
to be here at Birch Lake! Many of our 
counselors this year are from far-away 
places so a number of them got to 
experience the holiday weekend on the 
lake. Six of them got to join us on the 
boat to watch the fireworks as well, 
including three international staff who 
experienced the 4th of July Holiday 
for the 1st time!
 This week is Pirate Week at camp, 
and our counselors have been plan-
ning fun pirate-themed activities. On 
Sunday night we had Capture the 
Treasure (aka Capture the Flag). On 
Tuesday we played “Island Hopping” – 
a series of stations with different 
games at each station, and on 

Wednesday we had cardboard “pirate 
ship” races in the lake. 
 This next week we have our 
American Camp Association 
Accreditation visit, which means that’s 
what I’ve been working on for most of 
the past few weeks! There are 7 differ-
ent areas that the ACA visitors look 
at: (1) Site and Food Service, (2) 
Operational Management, (3) Human 
Resources, (4) Program Design and 
Activities, (5) Aquatics, (6) 
Transportation, and (7) Health and 
Wellness. Each area has a binder of 
standards that we have to comply 
with in order to stay accredited by the 
ACA. 
 Our ACA accreditation is some-
thing that is really important to us at 
camp. The process may be stressful 
and time consuming, but it means 
that we’re setting a high bar for our-
selves and making sure that we run a 
quality program here at Camp. I 
always tell parents that when they’re 
choosing a camp, they should choose 
one that is accredited. 
 When the ACA visitors come next 
Tuesday, they will look through all of 
the documentation we have put 
together, walk around camp and 
observe our activities in progress, and 

interview campers and staff about var-
ious things we do at camp. They look 
at everything from how food is stored 
and dishes are cleaned, to whether our 
campers and staff are wearing life-
jackets at the waterfront. Plus several 
hundred pages of documents that we 
have to show! 
 We’re looking forward to some 
busy weeks ahead here at camp. We 
have 96 campers here this week, and 
it’s the smallest week we have left this 
summer! The remaining weeks have 
113, 124, 109, and 114 campers each! 
We’re around 840 total campers for 
the summer, which is about 20 ahead 
of last year’s total. I’m hoping we can 
get to 850 but that may be a stretch 
because there are so few slots left. It’s 
sure keeping our staff on their toes!
This week we had a number of new 
staff joining us, so it’s been fun seeing 
all the new energy and hearing their 
excitement about the rest of the sum-
mer. It’s hard to believe that we’re a 
week into July already, and in just 4 
short weeks we’ll be wrapping up 
another summer here at camp. It goes 
by too quickly!

~Miss Amber
Amber@tannadoonah.org

— Camp Tannadoonah —

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

... and suddenly it’s July!



HOMES FOR SALE
It is very rare when not one but two premier 
Birch lake properties become available at the 
same time. Please click on the “Flyer” link below to 
view these two strikingly different but equally incredi-
ble lake homes. Please pass along to any of your 
friends who you think might be a prospective Birch 
Laker.  Please contact me with any interest or ques-
tions. See Flyer at http://www.cressyandeverett.com/
properties/for-sale-or-lease/residential-homes/, or 
contact me. Thanks, Rick Doolittle 574-286-0971 
Rickdoolittle@cressyandeverett.com

Birch Lake home for sale. 3+ bedrooms, 3 
1/2 bathrooms, basement, 104 feet of lake frontage. 
Call Bernie or Blair Garceau (269) 476-9862 
Birch Lake house on Kinsey St. for sale. 
$189,000; Visit http://www.birchlakehouse.com/ for 
details.

FOR SALE
Free-standing, maple jewelry cabinet.  
Multiple drawers, doors and compartments.  Nice 
piece of furniture.  $75 OBO.  Call  476-1680.

For sale Sunrunner scooter For people who 
have problems getting around inside or out .   $150. 
Call Katie or Ron 476-9317 

Two commercial grills mounted on 
trailer; 20” x 42” Charbroiler, 24” x 48” flat grill, side 
warming burner.  Comes with leveling jacks and LP 
hoses (no LP tanks).  $700.  Call Pete at 269-244-

8636.  Photos can be requested via email at 
Fournpet@aol.com.

WANTED
WANTED: kids at Yacht Club. If a couple par-
ents would be willing to help, BLYC is always willing 
to stump up a few coins to serve refreshments and 
let the little people play … get to know each other. 
Function? TBD. Games? TBD. Date? TBD. Watch 
this space!

SERVICES OFFERED
PROPANE GRILL TANK SERVICE, 
$15 pickup/delivery included. If you run out, I 
have spare tanks I can loan to you. Bill Butler 
574-596-1343, or 269-476-9905.

MISC.
Dog walking and babysitting services 
from Amanda� 10$ and hour for babysit-
ting and 10$ a day for dog walking� If 
interested contact Amanda @ 574-304-
1799 (prices are negotiable)�

I do sewing and mending at fair prices - zippers, 
hemming, small alterations, and sail repair Also proj-
ects not finished etc.  Call Katie/Kathy at 476-9317

As an entry in the 2000, 2001 or 2002 (we can’t 
recall which one) July 4th boat parade we paired up 
with Bernie and Helen Weesner. Our boat was titled 
“Weekend at Bernie’s.” It was a memorable 
trip around the lake. Does anyone have a photo-

graph of this? We’d love to have a copy for our new 
house. Thanks, Bernie and Blair Garceau 476-9862

Barker deadlines — The deadline for submit-
ting information for any Birch Barker is 5 pm on the 
Tuesday of the week before publication ... so the 
deadline fort he July 11 edition is Tuesday, July 11.
Online Content — The printed Birch Barker is online 
every week this summer at www.philvitale.com ... 
just follow the links!

FOUND
Found at Pancake Breakfast: small 
2015-2016 calendar book with lighthouse 
on the front�  Photos of young boy, 3 kids 
w/santa, misc� other info�  Call 476-1680�

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues 

              ($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 Haven’t paid your 2015 dues yet? 

Now’s the time!

Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

BARKER CLASSIFIEDS 

Classified ads in the Birch Barker 
(including the Printed and the 

Online Barker) are free to mem-
bers of the Birch Lake Yacht Club 
(subject to the approval of the editor and the 
BLYC Board of directors), and $5 per ad for 
non-members (please pay in advance). To 

submit an ad, email it to 
Sailorphil@philvitale





2015\16

Open 8 days a week “by appointment” for your convenience

Summer
Trailer

Storage

PRE-OWNED

SALES
BOATS, MOTORS,

LIFTS, PWCS

Putting the

 SERVICE
in CUSTOMER SERVICE, 

Pickup, Delivery, Detailing, 
Summer Trailer Storage, 

Winter Storage

SERVICE above and beyond

or text Dave @ 312 399-3688

Indoor
Winter
Boat

Storage



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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